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Jackson House
By Saralee Stark

Ken and Annette Baim

Refuah Shelemah
Please remember to contact Carol Kleinman or Betty
Forshberg if you or someone you know is ill, in need
of help or has experienced a death in the family. We
are here to help.
The following people are in our thoughts and prayers:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Louis Kleinman
Annette Baim
JoCarroll Lewald
Frances Iverson
Scott Foley
John and Leslie Jameson
Jerry Tanenbaum
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Six times a year CHI volunteers to serve lunch at
Jackson House. It’s great fun for all of us and
we are doing a ‘mitzvah’ for the people of Hot
Springs. Our thanks go out to Patti Fleischner,
Mary and Stuart Klompus and Sue Koppel for
their help on Thursday, March 28th.
We volunteer on the fourth Thursday of every
other month from 10AM – 1PM. Next volunteer
day is Thursday, May 23rd. Please call Saralee
Stark at 501/760-2114 or email jimnsarstark@
cablelynx.com.
You’ll be doing a good thing and have a fun time
doing it.
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Davar
“A Matter for Discussion”

Summer’s
Coming
It’s hard to believe
we’re approaching
the holiday of
Shavuot, known
as the time of the
“Giving of the
Law” (MATAN
TORAH).
Rabbi Richard Chapin

While this indeed is
the last of the pilgrimage festivals (preceded by
Sukkot and Pesach), and while religious school
concludes this month, we should remember
that Judaism is a 52-week religion. Vacations
and warmer weather notwithstanding, Judaism
continues throughout the summer months.
A thought and a proposal: let’s make it a temple
project to read one book of Jewish content
between now and Rosh Hashanah (which
falls very very early this year -- Wednesday,
September 4!). And let’s schedule a session to
discuss that book some time during the High
Holy Day period.

Religious School
By Karen Johnson
The Religious School bounced back from Spring
Break with energy and excitement. Everyone
was so happy to come back to school and share
their Passover stories. But as the school year
draws down to a close the students know they
have a lot of learning to pack into the weeks
that are left. To understand Yom Hashoah,
Holocaust Remembrance Day, we held a roundtable discussion where the children asked questions and discussed their feelings. The primary
question asked by the children was, “Why?” but
we understood there wasn’t a very good answer
to that question.
The First Grade class took an imaginary journey
to Israel and learned all about the country. The
Third Grade class had a special Shabbat mitzvah
class and made decorated challah knives. Then
the classes combined to prepare for Israeli Independence Day. They learned about the founding
of Israel, watched a video, and listened to ‘Hatikva’. To celebrate the occasion, the children
made awesome tie-dye t-shirts to wear during
the parade.

I’d be happy to volunteer to lead the discussion.
Please email to me a book you would like to read
and review.
With warmest wishes for a beautiful month of
May.

Richard and Jeanne
Donations Needed
Jackson House is in DIRE needc of household
goods – kitchen items, furniture, mattresses, etc.
We will be happy to pick up your household donations. Please call Sue Koppel at 501/624-3986 or
email suebob@cablelynx.com to volunteer.
All contributions are greatly appreciated.
The Shofar
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Membership

Sisterhood Shabbat
Friday, May 17, 2013

Oneg Shabbat - 5:15 p.m.
Shabbat Service - 6:00 p.m.
BANG! BANG! BANG! – No, thank goodness, not
bullets just the BEGINNING of the new Sisterhood 2013/2014 year! CHI Sisterhood invites
all to come rejoice in the spirit of renewal and
rebirth!
With the beginning of Spring, all of the new Congregation House of Israel members will be called
to the bima to be welcomed during a meaningful
Sisterhood Shabbat service led by Rabbi Chapin.
Members who have joined the congregation in the
last 18 months are: Karen and Timo Johnson,
Lori Hutchison, Sally Sangster (Eli), Elan and
Jennifer Grenman (Etai and Mayan), John and
Phyllis Hearn, John and Marilyn Blumbeks, David and Cheryl Cohen, Jon Linder (Stephanie) and
Dana Grenman.
New officers of Sisterhood for the next two years
will be introduced and thanked for taking on the
responsibilities of leading Sisterhood and CHI in
the many religious, social and community projects
that make us who we are. Our new officers are
Carol Kleinman (President), Anita Williams (Vice
President), Karen Reagler (Secretary) and Ruth
Sedler (Treasurer). The thanks of the entire CHI
congregation go to Ruth Sedler, outgoing president, and Betty Kleinman, treasurer, for their
wonderful leadership.
A special Oneg beginning at 5:15PM will start the
festivities in Burgauer Hall – please come! Joanne
Reagler and Carol Kleinman are hostesses for Sisterhood as well as numerous members of CHI who
are being called upon to enrich the goodies served.
JoCarrol Lewald is in charge of decorations.
Patti Fleischner and Rabbi Chapin are creating
the service in which various members of the Sisterhood will participate. Services will be at 6PM
following the Oneg.

Joanne Reagler

Sisterhood
By Ruth Sedler
As we wind down our Sisterhood year and my presidency I would like to thank
everyone who has been so
instrumental in making the
last two years so wonderful.
Our membership numbers
have been high, participation has been gratifying,
our members have given
us wonderful programs about topics that were
of interest not only to them, but to our membership as a whole, and our lunches have been feasts.
Members have gladly taken charge of large events
which have turned out to be well run and fun
for everyone attending. We have had new and
creative projects that have improved our facility
and preserved our history for posterity. So many
people have participated that to try to name
everyone would be difficult, but you all know
who you are, and I thank you for helping to make
my two years as president successful. I know I
came in as president having never even served a
position on the Sisterhood board and having only
been a member of Sisterhood for less than a year,
but with everyone’s acceptance, help, and support
you all made it possible for me to fulfill my role as
president.
We are not quite done yet. We have one final
meeting this year. It will be on Monday May 6
at 11 AM in Burgauer Hall. For our final meeting we will be having a “bring your favorite salad
to share” theme. I will finish my final agenda
which will include making a decision on continuing membership in WRJ and voting for woman
of the year. The new officers will be installed
and I will at that point turn over the reins to our
new president Carol Kleinman. The other newly
elected officers are :
•

Vice President: Anita Williams

•

Secretary: Karen Reagler,

•

Treasurer: Ruth Sedler.

Moving to my new position as treasurer I will
Continued on page 7
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Weekly Parshah
May
B’har/B’chukotai
May 4, 2013

G‑d promises that if the people of Israel will keep
His commandments, they will enjoy material
prosperity and dwell secure
in their homeland. But
He also delivers a harsh
“rebuke,” warning of the
exile, persecution and other
evils that will befall them
if they abandon their covenant with Him.
Nevertheless, “Even when
they are in the land of
their enemies, I will not
cast them away; nor will I
ever abhor them, to destroy
them and to break My covenant with them; for I am
the L‑rd their G‑d.”

B’midbar
May 11, 2013

In the Sinai Desert, G‑d
says to conduct a census of
the twelve tribes of Israel. Moses counts 603,550
men of draftable age (20 to 60 years); the tribe of
Levi, numbering 22,300 males age one month and
older, is counted separately.
The Levites are to serve in the Sanctuary, replacing
the firstborn, whose number they approximated,
who were disqualified when they participated in
the worshipping of the Golden Calf. The 273 firstborn who lacked a Levite to replace them had to
pay a five-shekel “ransom” to redeem themselves.

Naso
May 18, 2013
Completing the headcount of the Children of
Israel taken in the Sinai Desert, a total of 8,580
Levite men between the ages of 30 and 50 are
counted in a tally of those who will be doing the
actual work of transporting the Tabernacle.
G‑d communicates to Moses the law of the sotah,
the wayward wife suspected of unfaithfulness to
her husband. Also given is the law of the nazir, who
forswears wine, lets his or her hair grow long, and is
forbidden to become contaminated through contact with
a dead body. Aaron and his
descendants, the kohanim, are
instructed on how to bless the
people of Israel.

B’haalot’cha
May 25, 2013
A “Second Passover” is
instituted in response to the
petition, ”Why should we be
deprived?” by a group of Jews
who were unable to bring the
Passover offering in its appointed time because they
were ritually impure. G‑d
instructs Moses on the procedures for Israel’s journeys and
encampments in the desert,
and the people journey in
formation from Mount Sinai,
where they had been camped for nearly a year.
The people are dissatisfied with their “bread from
heaven” (the manna), and demand that Moses
supply them with meat. Moses appoints 70 elders,
to whom he imparts of his spirit, to assist him in
the burden of governing the people. Miriam speaks
negatively of Moses, and is punished with leprosy;
Moses prays for her healing, and the entire community waits seven days for her recovery.

To read more complete descriptions of the weekly parsha, visit the CHI Website at
http://hschi.org/Parsha_lp.html

The Shofar
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Relay For Life
By Frances Iverson
Dear Friends and Family,
I would like to invite you to join my team Fighting with Frances for the May 31st Relay for Life
Event happening in Hot Springs, AR. I've been
fighting cancer for the past six months; here's
a link to my blog where I have been writing my
story.
I'm looking forward to a future that is cancer-free,
and the Relay for Life event is my next step. I
would appreciate any support
and would be thrilled for you to
pass this information along to
any friends and family I have
missed.

“Fighting For Frances”
Tee Shirts
Fleischner & VanBebber Dental Group is
coordinating the Fighting for Frances Relay
for Life Team. Could I have gotten a more
perfect sponsor, as my specific cancer began as
a "Molar" Pregnancy? Get it...molar/tooth/
dentists? It's not coincidental, it's sovereign.
Fleischner & VanBebber Dental Group is dedicated to making sure our team is organized, prepared, excited, and stylish :) The tee-shirt you see
below is now for sale at their office. Anyone can
order one, or a few!
Front: Fighting with Frances
Back: Because ZERO is the most
powerful number Raising Awareness
on Molar Pregnancy

Click this link to go to our Team
Website

Here's how easy it is to order a teeshirt.

On the team website, you will
find a lot of useful links.
•

•

If you have never participated in a Relay for Life
Event, you can click on the
Learn About Relay tab at
the top of the team website
to learn more. It's a fun,
family-friendly event that starts at 6pm on
Friday night and goes until 6am Saturday
morning. Don't worry, you don't have to
commit to an all-nighter if you don't want to
...but you can!
The team website has links to Join my Team
or Donate. Anyone can join the team or donate! Whether or not you are able to join us
on May 31st in Hot Springs, please still consider joining my team or making a donation.

•

You will also see a link titled Dedicate a
Luminaria. Anyone can dedicate a luminaria!
This is a beautiful way for you to honor someone who has or had cancer. I plan to dedicate
a luminaria to both my grandmothers, my
step-grandmother, my uncle, and my stepfather.

•

You can help me monitor the donation total
along the way. The Donation Goal is $1,000,
but I am hoping to beat that goal!!!

Page 6

• Either send an e-mail to
hotspringsdental@sbcglobal.net or
call 501-624-3323 or stop by Fleischner & VanBebber DDS office at
307 Carpenter Dam Rd Suite M
• Give your name, tee-shirt quantity, and tee-shirt size(s)
•

Method of payment will be cash or check
only. Checks must be made out to: American
Cancer Society

•

Cost: $20.00

•

If you live out of town and need your shirt(s)
shipped to you, please include your mailing
address and add $5.00 to your total for shipping costs.

If you have any questions, please direct them to
the office contact listed above.
I am forever grateful to my team of care givers,
medical providers, friends, and family who have
helped me get on my way to a cancer-free and
bright future. Six months ago I could have never
predicted how my life would change to include the
beast that is cancer. I thank you in advance for
any support you can offer to the American Cancer
Society through the Relay for Life event. Team
Fighting with Frances is looking forward to
celebrating together on May 31!

The Shofar

Oral History

Congregation House of
Israel
By Mary Klompus
Interviewer: Rabbi Richard Chapin
Producer: Mary Klompus
Cameraman: Stuart Klompus
Stars; members of our congregation
In one week we recorded 33 interviews. Each
and everyone were amazing. Some made me
cry and some made me smile and laugh and all
made me very happy to be a part of CHI. Our
plan is to keep recording. If you escaped us this
time there will be many other opportunities. I
hope to record again in June and again in the
fall when the Rabbi is here for the holidays.
We all have a story and are all a part of CHI.
Everyone is important to our past, present and
most important to our future.
Sisterhood purchased the video camera, and
after this project is completed I hope members
will feel free to use it to film temple and Sunday
School activities. We also purchased an external
hard drive to store all the videos for safe
keeping. The original SD cards will be kept in
a safe place for archival purposes. Individual
DVD’s of each interview will be kept at the
temple and available for anyone to view at their
convenience. Another copy of all interviews will
be given to ISJL and the Hot Springs Historical
Society.
If anyone wants a copy of their own personal
interview, please email me, and I will be happy
to make a copy for you.
Thank you everyone for being so supportive
of this project. I think future generations will
appreciate our act of love.
Thank you also to Kenneth and Annette Baim
for their generous contribution.
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Sisterhood
Continued from page 4
again be mailing out dues letters the beginning
of the summer. Hopefully everyone will again be
supportive of the idea of paying their dues prior to
the beginning of the year. I will also have a space
to fill in any amount you might want to contribute
to the Back Pack Project. I have spoken to Hot
Springs School District. They are again doing the
project. All monies given to the school district are
used for students of Hot Springs School District.
Other organizations have similar events, but our
donations go directly to Hot Springs School District and stay there. So everyone, even if you are
not a member of Sisterhood and would like to help
this cause, please mail your donations made out to
Sisterhood to Ruth Sedler, 152 Blue Heron Drive,
Hot Springs AR 71913 and marked for the Back
Pack Project. Last year we were able to donate
over $700.00 to this worthy cause. Thanks to everyone in advance for your help.
Again thank you to everyone in Sisterhood and
the entire Congregation House of Israel family for
making my last two years such a rewarding experience.

Todah Rabbah

•
•
•
•
•
•

vcr vsu,

To Yossi Baron for having The Shofar printed
for us each month
To Mary Klompus for finding and ordering
the beautiful new lights in Burgauer Hall
To Betty Kleinman for 25+ yeas as Treasurer
of CHI Sisterhood
To Ruth Sedler for serving as CHI Sisterhood
President
To Patti Fleischner for all her hard work on
the Commemoration For Hope and Peace
To Elaine Wolken for her service as Treasurer
for over 25 years
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Is the Pope Catholic?
The Pontif ’s favorite painting is by Marc
Chagall

By Menachem Wecker
Gallery 395A is tucked away in a corner on the
third floor of the Art Institute of Chicago’s modern
wing. After passing works by Joan Miró, Alberto
Giacometti and Salvador Dalí, viewers
enter Gallery 395,
which features a
glass wall overlooking Lake Michigan
and is packed with
Constantin Brâncusi, Alberto Giacometti and Henry
Moore sculptures.
Turning a corner,
one is confronted by
a nook, which contains a Max Beckmann self-portrait,
Georges Braque’s “Woman at an Easel “ and Marc
Chagall’s “White Crucifixion” (1938).
Despite its inauspicious presentation, the Chagall
painting has been making international news. In
interviews with Francesca Ambrogetti and Sergio
Rubin for the 2010 biography “El Jesuita,” Pope
Francis identified “White Crucifixion,” which
depicts a Jewish Jesus, wearing a tallit instead of a
loincloth, as his favorite work of art. “He likes us,
he really does,” Tweeted Miriam Shaviv, a columnist for Britain’s Jewish Chronicle, about the pope.
But there’s more to the painting than “owning”
Jesus as a Jew. Surrounding Jesus, we see a synagogue, a Torah scroll and a shtetl burning, as armed
men march carrying red flags. And in the bottomright corner, the Wandering Jew, donning a blue cap
and a green coat, lugs a sack as he trudges past the
smoking Torah.
That the chief executive of the Catholic Church has
an affinity for a painting that was created by a Russian Jewish artist and also includes the symbol of
the eternal wanderer, who was punished for abusing
Jesus and became the pretext for centuries of antiSemitism, is drawing a range of reactions.
“Chagall is a common preference of viewers who are
not interested in the art world,” said James Elkins,
professor of art history at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago.
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Without evidence that the pope has an extensive
interest in visual art, it’s likely that his preference
for Chagall has something in common with others’
affinity for the works of Georges Rouault, Henri
Matisse of the Vence Chapel and Maurice Denis, according to Elkins, author of “On the Strange Place
of Religion in Contemporary Art” (Routledge,
2004). “They are among the rare exceptions to the
general rule that modern and contemporary art are
disengaged from the church,” he said.
“I know nothing of the
pope’s taste, so
I have no idea
why he likes
that painting,”
said Matthew
Baigell, who is
professor emeritus of art history at Rutgers
University and
has published
extensively on
Jewish artists.
Marc Michael
Epstein, professor of religion at Vassar College, in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., sees things differently. The notion of a Jewish Jesus and its reference to Jews and
other marginalized groups is very appealing postVatican II, he said.
The painting is more about Russian history, Epstein
added, but the pope’s embrace of “White Crucifixion” may signal “an identification with the suffering
Jewish Jesus, which is interesting.”
Chicago’s Loyola University Museum of Art is exhibiting some of Chagall’s work in “Graven Images:
Marc Chagall’s Bible Illustrations” through June
16.
“The choice of a favorite painting is always personal,” said Jonathan Canning, senior curator at
the Loyola museum. Canning declined to comment
specifically on the pope’s aesthetic preferences.
Although he assumes that Chagall’s works with
Christian imagery are responses to commissions,
Canning says that Chagall was clearly introducing a new interpretation of the crucifixion. “He’s
definitely challenging someone who’s used to a
traditional, Western, Christian interpretation of the
crucifixion,” he said.
Menachim Wecker is a Chicago based writer on art
and religion
The Shofar

Oneg Thanks

Bimah Honors

Thank you to the following
for sponsoring an Oneg
during the month of May

May 3
Stuart Fleischner
May 10
Yossi Baron
May 17
Carol Kleinman
Joanne Reagler
May 24
Dennis Williams
Jerry Rephan
May 31
John Hearn
Betty Forshberg

Mazel Tov

cuy kzn

What better way to celebrate Shabbat or special
events than with the CHI Community.

May Anniversaries
David & Joanne Reagler
Jerry & Jodi Chalmers
Les & Diana Surfas
Dennis & Anita Williams
Larry & Carol Levi

May 3
Stuart and Kay Fleischner
Betty Forshberg
May 10
Yossi and Kim Baron
Ken and Annette Baim
May17
Sisterhood and Membership Committee
May 24
Dennis and Anita Williams
Jerry Rephan
May 31
John and Phyllis Hearn
Shelly and Carol Kleinman

May 3
May 8
May 18
May 25
May 27

Reminder: If you are scheduled for an upcoming Oneg and need to change dates, please
find someone to switch with and then let Carol
Kleinman know so the information printed in
the bulletin will be correct.

May Birthdays
Jay Tanenbaum
Rachel Wolken
Jodi Chalmers
Ira Kleinman
Mark Fleischner
Sharon Waxler
Elaine Wolken
Patti Fleischner
Rachel Schulman
Harriette Korngut
Conrad Lax

The Shofar

May 1
May 10
May 13
May 13
May 14
May 14
May 16
May 17
May 26
May 30
May 30

Exhausted troops after Israel Independence
Day Parade in Hot Springs. Photo by Diane
Goltz
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Remembrance: May Yahrzeits

~ Zichronam Livracha - May their memories be for blessing ~
Kaddish Recited on May 3
Howard Schlesinger
Husband of Barbara Schlesinger
Robin Rains
Niece of Fred Korngut
Samuel Kirsch
Grandfather of Mark Fleischner
Grandfather of Stuart Fleischner
Grandfather of Steven Kirsch
Serena Kirsch
Wife of Gene Kirsch
Mother of Steven Kirsch
Samuel Katchen
Father of Carole Katchen
Mark Cohen
Father of David Cohen
Carrie Fellheimer
Sadye Levy
Lillian Rubin
Lillian Mandel
Helen Michaels
Bruno Heimlich

Kaddish Recited on May 10
Joseph S. Gottlieb
Frank Wexman
Sally Kaplan
Henry A. Reich

Hazel Levinger
Moritz Benedikt
Dillie Alexander
Murray Sherman
Sigmund Kleinman
David Burgauer
Selig Levy

Kaddish Recited May 24
Shirley Sedler
Mother of Ross Sedler
Jacob Joseph Botnick
Maurice Silverman
Fruma Uzick
Max Reich

Kaddish Recited May 31
George Thornton Ginsburg
Brother of Millie Baron
Joe Weisman
Father of Louise Levi
Tikva Baron
Mother of Yossi Baron
Hubert Mandel
Clemons Welcher
Hyman Wexman
Edward M. Granoff
Bertha Newman

Dr. Samuel Franzblau

Kaddish Recited May 17
Helen Kleinman
Mother of Louis Kleinman
Grandmother of Ira Kleinman
Frances Koppel
Mother of Hal Koppel

If you have an addition or correction
relative to the Yahrzeit lists, please notify
us by sending an email to info@hschi.org.

Nathan Davis
Father of Joanne Reagler
Morris Reagler
Father of David Reagler
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Anita Williams, Secretary
870-245-7533
williams@hsu.edu

Brad Wolken
501-624-0651
bradwolken2006@yahoo.com

Ruth Sedler
806-79-9362
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Sue Koppel
501-282-0820
suebob@cablelynx.com

Jerry Tanenbaum, ARZA-World Union
501-262-9772
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Alfred Lewald
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Mary Klompus
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